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Gender
In the Colombian community of Palenque and the Afro-Colombia community at large, women face a number of discriminatory and oppressive action as a result of gender. These include human rights violations as a result of conflict such as murder, sexual violence, forced labor and displacement. Most of the violence and oppression faced by women is as a result of the armed conflict and socioeconomic as well as territorial problems. The oppression that the women continue to face in this community also can be seen in the rate of illiteracy which continues to double as compared to the men which continues to lower. They have problems accessing education as they mostly live in poverty and have scarce resources. Displacement is also similarly faced by majorly women  as they make up more than half of the Afro-Colombian people that have been displaced. 
In Latin America generally, the issue of gender inequality has continued to be on the rise as much as there is a lot of effort being put to ensure that both men and women are treated equally. The women in Latin America continue to be oppressed when it comes to access to work, public and private participation in the making of decisions and access to economic assets. There are many barriers that women face that hinder them from being treated the same way as the men. When it comes to the issue of unemployment, there are more young women who are unemployed as compared to young men. Also, young women continue to be affected by low pays which they receive from traditional occupations (Fisher & Naidoo, 2016). In general, the women in Latin America receive lower incomes therefore affecting their access to education, healthcare, technology and even developing their professional skills. The other major oppression women and girls face in Latin America is violence which is one of the most widespread human rights violations and it is violence based on gender discrimination and inequalities. In order for regional sustainable development to occur, improving the conditions for women in Latin America is paramount. 
Ethnicity
The communities of San Basilio de Palenque speak Palenquero which is one of the native languages in Colombia in the Afro-Colombian groups. Initially, when the Palenquera first arrived in the cities, they were mocked for their strange language. As a result, many felt oppressed to even observe their traditional customs. The Afro-Colombians and other Afro-descendants face serious concerns when it comes to access to education where they obtain a university degree at half the rate of the national average in Colombia. When it comes to getting employment, being a member of the indigenous population also lowers the chance of one acquiring a job by approximately 8%. 
Ethnicity is one of the issues of oppression that faces Latin America at large. This is based by the fact that the area is made up of a mixture of Afro-descendant population and indigenous people who make up 40% of the entire population. These groups of people have not experienced the kinds of freedom experienced by the overall population and are more likely to live in poverty. Both these groups have experienced oppression such as access to both primary and secondary education and there are also gaps when it comes to the quality of education. These gaps are more than existent in education only. When it comes to the sector of business, only 5.3% of the executive population was composed of afro-descendants. None of most of these businesses had aimed to improve the representation of afro-descendants. Access to basic infrastructure is also a problem for the indigenous communities in Latin America and also health gaps that exist.
Race  
Majority of the Afro-Colombians experience a high degree of racial oppression. This is as a result of the history that has been left which is also significant as they do not hold many positions high positions of government. San Basilio de Palenque is an all-black village. The majority of these people have been neglected by the Colombian government and left with no education or job opportunities and are living in poverty. The government has never been present in Colombia’s black communities and thus according to the indicators, the regions always have the worst resources, education, housing and access to healthcare. The people here have also experienced illegal use of their lands. As much as there have been improvements, the black struggle still continues because they are still in conflict. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The experience of the black people in San Basilio de Palenque is no different from the experience of the Latin Americans in general. Latin America is known to denying the issue of race through saying that it doesn’t exist and if it does then it's very minimal. Even though there is a mixture of race in Latin America, there is still the issue of whites being on top while indigenousness and blackness are at the bottom. The people who are at the top are seen to be more beautiful or higher in the hierarchy. The major problem that exists when it comes to fighting this oppression is that there are people who do not identify themselves as being part of a racial group and thus live in denial yet there is still a problem.  
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